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Article:  
Print Media SA (PMSA) notes with grave concern the arrest of Sunday Times journalist Mzilikazi wa Afrika, who was 

taken into custody by the Hawks on Wednesday, 4 August 2010. 

Wa Afrika was taken into custody by a large contingent of plain clothes police officers shortly after a meeting of the 

South African National Editor's Forum which, ironically, was convened to discuss threats to media freedom.  

According to media reports, wa Afrika was then transported to Mpumalanga. 

Whilst there has been no official confirmation from the Hawks, media reports as well as statements made by the 

office of Mpumalanga Premier, David Mabuza, indicate that wa Afrika was to be charged with fraud and defeating the 

ends of justice in relation to an allegedly forged letter of resignation addressed from Mabuza, to President Jacob 

Zuma.  

PMSA is deeply concerned about the manner in which the arrest was carried out, which appears to have been 

designed to intimidate the media, as well as subsequent events that have occurred.  

Of particular concern is the information black-out imposed by police in relation to the arrest.  The conduct of the 

police in refusing to provide the relevant information about wa Afrika's whereabouts and the charges against him is 

unacceptable.  Considering the high profile nature of the arrest as well as the suggestion that it may have been 

politically motivated, the public is entitled to be informed about all developments in relation to this matter.  

The arrest of wa Afrika is of particular concern as it has occurred in the midst of the most serious onslaught against 

media freedom since 1994.  The Protection of Information Bill and the ANC's proposal for a Media Appeals Tribunal 

point towards a growing intolerance of media freedom which is incongruent with the values of our Constitution.  
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